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The Dairyman’ J Deiglli 


From the Christian Guardian. 


Ir is a delightful employment 
to trace and discover the opera- 
tions of Divine grace, as they are 
manifested in the dispositions and 
lives of God’s real children. It 
is peculiarly gratifying to ob- 
serve how frequently, amongst 
the poorer classes of mankind, the 
sunshine of mercy beams upon 
the heart, and bears witness to 
the image of Christ which the 
Spirit of God has impressed 
thereupon, Amongst such, the 


@ificerity and simplicity of the 


Christian character appears unin- 
cumbered by those fetters to spir- 
itwalizy of mind and conversation, 


which too often prove a great, 


hindrance to those who live in the 
higher ranks. Many are the aif- 
ficulties which riches, polished so- 
ciety, worldly importance, and 
high connexions, throw in the 
way of religious profession. Hap- 
py itideed it is, where grace has 
so stfikingly supported its conflic 

with natural pride, ePRienjor 
tance, the allurements of luxury, 
ease, and worldly opinions, that 
the noble and mighty, appear a- 
dorned with genuine poverty of 
Spirit, self-denial, humble-mind- 


edness, and deep spirituality of 
heart. But, in general, if we 
want to see religion im its purest 
character, we must look for it a- 
mongst the poor of this world 
who are rich in faith How of- 
ten isthe poor man’s cottage the 
palace of God! Many can traly 
declare, that they have a@here 
learned their most valuable gee 
sons of faith: gn hope, and there 
witne Qst. striking de. 
monstrat 369 
er, and goodness of God 





. the character Which ae and 
ent papers designed to ce 


to the notice of bur readers. a 


given from real life atid @iecam- 


stance. 

The writer of this f rst became 
acquainted with her, through the 
following letter, which is ‘now 
transcribed from the original. 


REV. SIR, 

I take the liberty to write to you. 
Pray excuse me, tor Ihave never spok- 
en to you. But Tonce heard you, 
when you preached at — Church! 
I balieve > vou ave alsithful preacher to 
warn sinners to flee from the wrath 
that wi ill be peycaler, hace st - those 
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Pray go on in the strength of the Lord. 
And may He bless you, and crewa.our 
labor of love with success, and give 
you souls fur your hire. 

The Lord has promised to be with 
those that he does call and send forth 
to preach his word, to the end of time 
for withouthim we can do nothing. I 
was much rejoiced to hear of those 
marks of love and affcetion to that poor 
soidier of the S. D. militia*. Surely 
the love of Christ sent you to that poor 
man; may that love ever dweil richly 
in you by faidyy May it constrain you 
to seek the angering souls of men 
with the fgrvent desire to spend and be 
spent for lory. May the unctio 
of the Holy Spirit attend the avo: -d 

spoken by you with power, and convey 
keen conviction to the hearts of your 
hearers. May many of them experi- 
ence the divine ai of being’ made 
new creatures in Chris 

Sir, be fervent in ret with God 
for the conviction and conversion of 
sinners. His power is great, and who 
can withstand it?) He has promised to 
answer the prayer offaiih, that is put 
up in his Son’s name. ‘* Ask, what 
ye will it shail be granted vou.” er 


this shx mis strengthen our faith, when 
wé are tanght by the word ey the 
pir it how to pray! O! that sweet in- 


S 
spirins B hope ' how it lifts up the faint- 
INGspivits 3, When we look over all the 
precios s proinises of God, What a 
mercy if we know Christ and the power 
{ his resurrection in our own hearts! 
Thgouch faith in Christ we rejoice in 
hope,Pahd Qook up in expectation of 
that enue drawing near, when all shall 
kuow ané@tear the Lord, and when a 
nation shall be born ina day. 

What a hanpy ume, * whe i Christ's 
kingdom shail come! "Ther: shall ** his 
will be done on earth, as itis in heayv- 
en.?-. Mensha'l be daity fed with-the 
mynna.of his love, and delig nt them- 
scives in the Lord all the dav long.— 
Then whit a Paradise below will they 
enjoy! How it animates and cnivens 
my soul witli vigour to pursue the ways 
of God, that Luay bear some humble 
part in giving glory lo God and the 
Limb. 

Sir, I pepan eniinte thison Sunday, 
be ing det awned 1 trom attending on pbs 
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lic worship. iy dcarand only sister, 
living as aservant with Mis. | Was 
soil, that ITeame here to attend inher 
place and on her. But now she is no 
more. 

I was going to enircat vou to write to 
her in answer to this: she being con- 
vineed of the evil cf her past Hie, and 
that she had not waiked in the wavs of 
God, nor sought to please him. But 
she earnest v desired to do so. This 
makes me have a comfortable hope, 
that she is gone to glory, and that she 
is NOW joining in safe concert with the 
angelic host mheaven, to sing the won- 
ders of redceming love. 1 hopeT may 
now write, “ Blessed is the ana that 
dies in the Lord.” 

She expressed adesire to receive the 
Lord’s Supper, end commemorate his 
precious death and sufferings. IJ told 
her, as well as I was able, wh: . is Was 
to receive Christ into hereon: t; butas 
her weakness of , body sentbinesh she 
did not mention it again. She scem- 
ed quite resigned before she died. J 
do hope she is gone from a world of 
death and sin, to be with God for ever. 

Sir, Lhope you will not be oifended 
withme, for a poor ignorant person to 
take such a hberiy to Write to vou— 
But, I trust, as you are called to in- 
struct sinners in all th e Wkvs of God, 
you will bear with me, and be so kine 
aus toanswer this ill-wrote lctter, and 
give me somé instructions. It is my 
heart’s desire to have the mind that was 
in Christ, that when lawcke up in his 
likeness, then I may be satified. 

My sister expressed a wish that you 
might bury her. The minister of our 
parish, whither she will be carrjedgcat- 
not come. She will lay at . Stic 
died on Tuesday morning, and will be 
buried on Friday or Saturday, (which- 
ever is most convenient to you,) at S 
o’clock on,the afternoon. Please to 
send an answer by the bearcr, to let me 
know, whether you can comply wiih 
this request, 

Frot a your unworthy seryERy 
ELIZABETL W 











I was much struck with the §1 
ple and earnést strain of devotion 
which this letter breathed. It 
was but tadifferently written and 
epelt. But this the rather tended 

spelt. Dut this tae rather tende 
to endear the hitherto unknown 
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writer, as it seemed characteristic 
of the union of humbleness of sta- 
cion with eminence of piety. I 
fel le qrite thankful that [ was fa- 
ed witha correspoadent of this 
“clk ih ; the more so, as such 
characters were at that time very 
rare in the neighborhood. I have 
often wished that epistolary inter- 
course of this kind was more en- 
couraged and practised amongst 
us. Ihave the greatest reason to 
speak weil of ite effects both on 
pret a0 others, Communica- 
non | by letier, as well as by conver- 
sation with the pious pgor, has of- 
ten been the instrument of anima. 
th: 3 and revivi ing my own heart 
in the midst of duty, and of giv- 
ing me the most proatable infor 
mation for the general conduct of 
the ministerial office. 
As soon as the lettcr was read, 


I inquired who was the bearer of 


t.. “ Fle ag waiting at the out. 
dale of the gate, Sir,” was the re- 
ply. I went outto speak to him 
and saw a venerable old man, 
whose long hoary hair and deep- 
ly wrinkled countenance com- 
manded more than common .res- 
pect. He was resting his arm and 
head upon the gate, the tears 
were st ireaming down his checks. 
On*niy approach he made a 
low bow, and said, 

“Sir, I have brought you a 
letter from my daughter; but I 
fear you will think us very bold 
in asking you to take so. much 
trouble.” ‘ By no means,” [ re- 
pied, * T shall be truly glad to o- 
blige you and any of your family 
ia this. matt er, provided that it is 
quite agreeable tothe minister of 
your pan. "2 Sir he told me 
yesterday, that he should be very 
glad if L could procure some gen- 
tleman to come aad bury my poor 
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child for him, ashe lives five miles 
off, and has particular business on 
that day. So when I told my 
daughter, she asked me to come 
to you, Sir, and bring-that letter 
which would explain the matter.” 

1 desired him to come into the 
house, and thea said, ‘© What ts 
your occupation . “Sir, I have 
lived most of my days ina little 
cottage at , six miles from 
here. I have rentéta few acres 
of grourtd and Reptge few cows, 

which, in addition to ai day la- 

bour, has been m iy means of sup- 
porting and bringing up my fam- 
ily.”? * What famils y have you ?”? 
‘© A wife, now geiting very aged 
and heipless, one soa, and ‘Goa 
daughter ; for my other poor 
dear child is just departed out of 
this wicked world,” “ I hope, for 
a better.” “ I hope so too: poor 
thing, she did not uce to take to 
such good w ays as her sis ter 5 but 
I do believe that her sister’s. man- 
ner of talking with her before she 
died, w2s the means of saving her 
soul. Whata mercy it is to ‘have 
such a child ag mine is. I never 
thought about my own soul ¢ert+ 
ously, till she, poor g‘rl, begged 
and prayed me ‘ to a the 
wrath to come.’ ‘* What are the 
aves of your children 2)" My 
son is thirty-five, my danghter is 
about thirty, and my poor child 
that is dead was twenty-seven.”’ 

cand how old are you ?? 
“"Purned seventy, and my wife is 
older. We are geiting old and 
almost past our labour, but our 
daughter has left a good place, 
where she lived i in service, Oa pur- 
pose to come home and take -cive 
of us and our little dairy. Anda 
dear, dutifal, affectionate girl she 
iv”? = Was she always 60?” 
“ No, Sir. When she was very 
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young, she was all forthe world, 


and pleasure, and dress, and com- 
pany. Indeed, we were all very 
ignorant, and thought if we took 

care for this life, and wronged no 
body, we should be sure to go to 
heaven at last. My daughters 
were both wilful, and, like our- 
selves, were strangers to the ways 
of God and the word of his grace. 
But the eldest of them went out 
to service, and some years 2go she 
heard a sermon preached at 
Church, by a gentleman that was 
going to , as chapiain to the 
colony ; and from that time she 
became quite an altered crea- 


ture. She began to read the Bi- 








-ble, and became quite sober and 


steady. The first time she came 
home afterwards to see us, she 
brought us a guinea which she 
had saved from her wa ges, and 
said, as we were getting old, she 
was sure we should want help: 
adding, that she did not wish to 
spend itin fine clothes, as she used 
to do only to feed pride and van- 

ity’ She would rather show grat. 
itude to her dear father and moth- 
er, and this, she said, because 
Christ had shown such mercy to 
her. : 

“We wondered *te hear her 
talk, and took great delight in her 
company ; for her temper and 
behavi jour were so humble and 
kind; she seemed so desirous to 
do us good, both in soul and bod- 
y; and was so different from 
what we had ever seen her before, 
that, careless and ignornnt as we 
bad been, we began to think there 

must be something real in reli- 
gion, or it never could alter a per- 
gon so much ina little tume. 

“Her yo unger sister, poor 
soul, used to lau; gh and ridicule 
her 2 at thai tsme, and said her head 
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was turned with her new ways. 
* No, sister,’ she would say, not 
my head, but L hope my 4eart is 
turned from the love of sin to the 
love of God. [wish you may 
one day see, as I do, the danger 
and vanity of your present condi- 
tion.’ 

‘¢ Her poor sister would reply, 
‘Ido not wantto hear any of 
your preaching : I am no worse 
than other people, and that is ec. 
nough for me.’— Mais eister,’ 
Elizabeth would say, ¢ if you will 
not hear me, you cannot hinder 
me from praying for you, which 
T do with all my heart.’ 

_  Andnow, Str, I believe those 
prayers are answered. For when 
her sisjer was taken ill, Elizabeth 
went to Mrs. —’sto wait in 
her place and take care of her.— 
She said a great deal to her about 
her soul, and the poor girl bezau 
to be so deeply affected, and sen- 
sible of her past sin, and so thank- 
ful for her sister’s kind behaviour, 
that it gave her great hopes in- 
deed for her sake. When my 
wife and I went to see her as she 
lay sick, she told ue how. grieved 
and ashamed she was of her pas: 
State ; but said, she hada hope 
through grace, that her dea sis 
ter’s Savior would be her Savior 
too: for she saw her own si.ful- 
ness, felt her own helplessness, 
and only wished to cast her-eif 
upon Christ asher hope and sal- 
vation. 

“ And now, Sir, she is gone, 
and I hope and think her sister’s 
prayers tor her conversion to 
God have been answered. ‘The 
Lord grant the same for her poor 
father and mogher’s sake like- 
wise.” 

‘This conversation was a very 
pleasing commentary upor the 
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jetter which I had received, and 
fhade me anxious both to comply 
with the request, and to become 
acquainted with the writer. I 
promised the good old dairyman 
to attend on the Friday at the ap- 
peintea hour; and after some 
more conversation respecting his 
own State under the present trial, 
he went away. . 

He wasa reverend old man: 
his furrowed cheeks, white locks, 
weeping eyes, bent shoulders, and 
feeble gait, were characteristic of 
(he old pilerim ; and as he s!owly 
departed supported by’ a ‘stick, 
which seemed to have been the 
companion of many a Jong year, 
a train of reflections occurred 
which I retrace with emotion and 
pleasure. , 

At the appointea hour I arriv- 
ed at the church, and after alittle 
wile, was Summoned to meet at 
the church-yard gate a very de- 
cent funeral procession. —The a. 
ged parents, the brother and the 
sister, with other relatives, form- 
cf an affecting group. I was 
qeuck with the humble, pious, 
ond pleasing countenance of the 
young “eman from whom I re. 
ceiwed’ the Jetter. It bore the 


matks @f great seriousness with-- 


out affectation; and of much se- 
renity, mingled witha glow of 
devotion. 

After the service was conclud. 
ed, IT had a short conversation 
with the good old couple and their 
daughter. Her aspect and ad- 
dress were highly interesting. 1 
promised to visit their cottage, 
and from that time became well 
acquainted with them. 

__ She was rapidly.on the decline. 
Phe pale wasting consumption, 
Which is the Lord’s iystrument 
fur removing so many thousands 
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every year from the Jand of the 
living, made hasty strides on her 
copstitution. ‘The hollow eye, 
the distressing cough, and the of- 
ten too flattering red in the mid- 
dle of the cheek, foretold the ap- 
proach of death. 

She was happily made ac- 
quajnted with the things which 
belong to her everlasting peace 
before the present disease had tak- 
en root in her constitéfion. My 
visitsto her seemed rather to res 
ceive than to communicate infor- 
mation. Her mind was abund- 
antly stored with Divine truths, 
aid ner conversation was truly 
edifying. The recolleetion of it” 
still produces a thankful sensation 
in my heart. 

I one day received a short note 
to the following effect s 


DEAR SIR, 

T should be very glad, if your conven- 
ience will allow, thatyou would come 
wad see a poor unworthy sinner. My 
hour-giags is nearly ran out, butf 
hope ican see Christ to be precious to: 
viy soul. Your conversation has oftem 
been blessed to me, and I now feel the, 
need of it more thanever. My father 
vod mother send their Guty to you. 

From your obedient, and 
unworthy servant, 


ELNZABETH Wage. 


I obeyed the summons that 
same afternoon. On my arrival 
at the dairyman’s cottage, his 
wife opened the door. ‘The tears 
streamed down her cheek, as she 
silently shook her head. MHer 
heart was full. She tried to speak, 
but couldnot. IT took her by the 
hand and said, “ My good friénd, 
all isright, and as the Lord of 
wisdom and mercy directs,” 
“Oh! my Bessy, my Bessy, my 
dear girlis so bad, Sir. What 
shall I do without my Bessy? I 
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theught I should have gone first 
to the grave, but >  « But, 
the Lord sees good that before 
you die yourself, you should be- 
hold your child safe home to glo- 
ry- Isthereno mercy in this?” 
‘Oh! dear Sir, I am very old, 
and very weak, and she is a dear 
child, the staff and prop of a poor 
old creature, as I am.” 

AsI advanced, I saw Eliza- 
beth sitting by the fireside, sup- 
ported in an arm-chair by pillows, 
with every mark cfrapid decline 
and approaching death. She ap- 
peared to me within three or four 
weeks, at the furthest, from her 
end. Asweet smile of friendly 
complacency enlightened her pale 
countenance, as she said, ** This 
is very kind indeed, Sir, to come 
sosoon after I sent to you. You 
find me daily wasting away, and 
I cannot have long to continue 
here.—My flesh and my heart 
faileth, but God is the strength of 
my weak heart, and [ trust, will 
be my portion for ever.” 

The conversation which fol- 
lows, was occasionally interrupted 
by her cough and want of breath, 
Her tone of voice was clear, 
though feeble; her manner sol- 
emn and collected ; and her eye, 
though more dim than formerly, 
by no means wanting in liveliness, 
as she spoke. I had frequently 
admired the superior language in 
which she expressed her ideas, as 
wellas the scriptural consistency 
with which she communicated her 
thoughts. She hada good natur- 
al understanding; and grace, as 
is generally the case, had much 
improved it. On the present oc- 

casionI could not help thinking 
she was peculiarly favored. The 
whole strength of grace and na- 
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ture seemed to be in fu!l and unit- 
ed exertion. 

After taking my seat between 
the daughter “and the mother, 
who occupied the other a ig 
chair, and fixed her fond eyes up- 
onher child with great anxiety 
while we were conversing, | said 
to Elizabeth, “ I hope you enjoy 
a sense of the Divine preseice, 
and canrestupon him who has 
‘been with thee,’ and has kept 
‘thee in all places whither thou 
hast gone,’ and will bring thee 
into ‘the land of pure delights, 
where saints immortal reign.” 
“Sir, Ithink Ican. My mind 
has lately been sometimes cloud. 
ed, but I believe it has been partly 
owing to the great weakness and 
suffering of my bodily frame, and 
partly to the envy of my ghostly 
enemy, who wants to persuade me 
that Christ has no love for me, 
and that I have been a self-de. 
ceiver.” * And do you give way 
to his suggestions? Can you 
doubt amidst such numerous tok- 
ens of past and present mercy ?” 
“No, Sir, I mostly am enabled 
to preserve a clear evidence of 
his love. Ido not wish to add 
to my other sins, that of denying 
his manifest goodness to my soul. 
I would acknowledge it to his 
praise and glory.”” ‘ What is 
your present view 0° the state in 
which you were before he called 
you by his grace?” “Sir, I wasa 
proud, thoughtless girl, fond of 
dress and finery. I loved the 
world and the things that are in 
the world. I Lived in service a- 
mongst worldly people;-and never 
had the happiness of being in a 
family where worship was re- 
garded, and the souls of the ser- 
vants cared for, either by master 
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or mistress. I went once ona 
Sunday to church, more to see 
and be seen, than to pray or hear 
the word of God. I thought I 
was quite good enough to be sav- 
ed, and disliked, and often laugh- 


ed at religious people. I was in 
reatdarkness. I knew nothing 
of the way of salvation. I never 


preyed, nor was sensible of the 
awfu! danger of a prayerless state. 
I wished to maintain the charac- 
ter of a good servant, and was 
much lifted up whenever I met 
with applause. I was tolerably 
moral and decent in my conduct, 
from motives of carnal and world- 
ly policy; but I was a stranger 
to Ged and Christ. I neglected 
my soul, and had I died in sucha 
state, hell mustand would justly 
have been my portion.” ‘ How 
long is it since you first heard the 
sermon, which, through God’s 
blessing, was the instrument of 
your conversion?” “ About five 
years ago.” “How was it 
brought about ?” 

“It was reported that a Mr, 
J , who was detained by con- 
trary winds. from embarking on 
board ship as chaplain to a distant 
part of the world, was to preach 
at N church. The people 
called him ‘a gospel preacher,’ 
and some a methodist,’ and ad- 
vised me not to go, for fear he 
should tuzn my’, head with his 
But curiosity, 
andan opportunity of appearing 
iaanew crown, which | was, very 
proud of, induced me to ask leave 
of my raistress to go. Indeed, 
cir, | had no better motives “than 
vanity and curiosity, Yet thus 
inpleased the Lordve.ender it for 
his own clory. 

« T accordingly weat to church, 
and suw a great crowd of peopic 














The Dairyman’s Daughter. 39 


collected together. I often think 
of the contrary states of my mind 
during the former and lattet part 
of theservice. For a while, re- 
gardless of the worship of God, I 
leoked around me, and was anx- 
ious to attract notice myself. My 
dress, like thatof too many gay; 
vain, and silly servant girls, was 
much above my station, and very 
different from that which be- 
comes an humbie sinner, who has 
a modest sense of propriety and 
decency. The state of my mind 
was visible enough from the fool- 
ish finery of my apparel. 

“At length the clergyman 
gave out his text : ‘Beye cloth. 
ed with humility.’ Hedrew 2 
comparison between the clothing 
of the body with that of the soul. 
At averyearly part of his dis- 
course, I began to feel ashamed 
of my passion for fine dressing 
and apparel; but when he came 
to describe the garment of salva- 
tion with which a Christian is 
clothed, I felt a powerful discove- 
ry ofthe nakedness of my own 
soul, Isaw that I had neither 
the humility mentioned in’ the 
text, nor any one part of the true 
Christian character. I looked at 
my gay dress, and blushed for 
shame en account of my pride. I 
looked at the Minister, and he 
seemed to be as a messenger sent 
to open my eyes. I looked at 
the congregation, and wondered 
whether any one else fe!t as ! did. 

looked at my heart, and it ap- 
peared full. of iniquity. I trem- 
bied as he spoke, and yet I felta 
great. deawing of heart to. the 
words he uttered. 

** [de opened the riches of sove- 
reign grace in God’s method of 
saving the sinner. I was aston- 
hed at wnatl had been doing 
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all the days of my life. He des» 
cribed the meek, lowly, and hum- 
ble example of Christ; I felt 
proud, lofty, vain, and self: conse- 
guential. He represented Christ, 
as wisdom; I felt.my tgnorance. 
He held him forth as ‘right- 
eousness ;? L was convinced of 
my own guilt. He proved him 
to be ‘ sanctification ;?’ Isaw my 
corruption. He proclaimed him 
as ‘redemption ;’ I felt my slave- 
ry to sin, and my captivity to 
Satan. He conciuded with an 
animated address to sinners, in 
which he exhorted them to flee 
from the wrath to come, to cast 
off the love of outward orna- 
ments, to put on Jesus Christ; 
and be clothed with true humili- 
ty. 

‘From that hour I never lost 
sight of the value of my roul, and 
the danger of asinful state. I in- 
wardly blessed God for the ser- 
mon, although my mind was in a 
state of great confusion. 

“The preacher had brought 
forward the ruling passion of my 
heart which was pride in out- 
ward dress, and by the grace of 
God it was made instrumental to 
the awakening of my soul. Hap- 


py, Sir, would it be, if many a 
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poor girl, like myself, were turn- 
ed from the love of outward a. 
dorning and putting on of fine 
apparel, to seek that which is not, 
corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great price. 
« The greater part of the con. 
eregation, unused to. such faithful 
and scriptural sermons, disliked 
and complained of the severity of 
the preacher. While a few, as | 
afterwards found, like myself, 
were deeply affected, and earnest- 
ty wished to hear him again. But 
he preached there no more. 
. * From that time I was led 
through a course of private pray- 
er, reading, and meditation, to 
see my lost estate as a sinter, and 
the great mercy of God through 
Jesus Christ in raising sinful dust 
and ashes to a share inthe glori- 
ous happiness of heaven. . And 
Oh! Sir, what a Savior I have 
found! Heismore than I could 
ask or desire. In his fulness, I 
have found all that my poverty 
could need; in his bosom, I have 
found a resting place from all sin 
and sortow ; in his word, I have 
found strength against doubt and 
unbelief,” 


/ , 
(Tobe continued.) pace 0» 
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DIVINITY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


Messrs. Editors, 

{¥ you think the fol san: notes on 
the authenticity and divine author- 
ity of the scriptures, calculated to 

olivia the faith, cr remove the 


doubts of anys you have liberty to 
insert them inthe Adviser. 
og AUGUSTINE. 


RevELATION, Strictly speaking, 
is the discovery of something no* 











40 


1g, 


NGF 


obtained by the mind, by the reg- 
ular exercise of its faculties, but 
by Civine interposition. 

flere is reason to expect a revela- 
tion. 

}. Mankind stand in need of it, 
for without it, they are ignorant 
of the end for which they were 
created, and of the means of ob- 
taining it. Although philosophers 
may teach us much of truth and 
duty, yet they have no authority 
to command our faith or obedi- 
ence, and their instructions, there- 
fore, when correct, need a divine 
sanction to render them effectual. 

2. As God manifests his good- 
ness to mankind in his works of 
providence, there is reason to 
hope forthe still greater mercy 
ef arevelation. While he ,minis- 
ters to our bodily wants, may it 
not be expected that our souls, 
which are infinitely more impor- 
tant, will not be overlooked by 
him? 

3. Mankind have often. receiv- 
ed counterfeit revelations on 
slight evidence, which proves 
that the idea is agreeable to their 
reason. Jind Socrates and Plato, 
two of the most distingutshed 
among the heathen philosophers, 
acknowled iged the necessity of a 
revelation, and expressed a hope, 
that such a favor would, one day, 
be granted to mankind. And 
the writings and the lives, even of 
the philosophers, abundantly 
prove, that the light of nature 
leaves mankind to a great extent 
ignorant of their duty, and desti- 
tute of motives to the practice of 
virtue, « 

Many external circymstances tend 
‘9 prove that the history of the old tes- 
tament ts true, and if tt ts true, t-must 
be divine. 

1, his is the only rational ac- 
F 
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count of the origin of all things. 
. The world from philosoph- 
‘cal ‘observation appears to bea- 
bout as old as tke Mosaiac ac- 
count of the creation makes it. 

3. There are marks over the 
whole world of a universal del- 
uge, and inno other work than 
the scriptures, do we meet with 
a rational account of such an e- 
vent. ‘The marine substances 
found in the interior of continents 
and on high mountains, abund- 
antly evince, that the earth must 
have, at some period, undergone 
changes, which could only have 
been produced by something like 
what the flood is described to 
have been. And although the 
fables of the heathens may con- 
tain some intimation of such an 
event, yet the account of it is not 
rational and consistent, and they 
appear therefore like a mutilated 
tradition, which was probably at 
first derived from the scriptures. 
_ 4, There have been traditions 
handed dowa among. almost all 
nations, civilized and savage, and 
particularly in the eastern na- 
tions, which beara strong resem- 
blance to the account of many 
things, which Moses has given us ; 

nd they were plainly derived 
from him, or from original reve- 
lation, though they were mixed 
with fable. 

5. Sacrifices, as an atonement 
for sin, have been offered in al- 
most all nations; and the scrip- 
tures are the only book, which 
gives us any rational account of 
their origin. 

6. Many customs, which are 
now practised in many eastern 

nations, and which have been 
practised for ages, agree with 
some, Which are mentioned in 
scripture. And several scripture 
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characters are well known in these 
countries. 

There was sucha person as Mo- 
ses, who was the founder of the Jew- 
ish polity, who was divinely inspired, 
and the author of the Pentateuch, 
which is ascribed to him. 

J. That these books did exist 
among the Jews, before their dis- 
persion, 1s abundantly proved by 
all antiquity, and they were the 
foundation of their civil govern- 
ment, and were aicribed to Mo- 
ses. 

If they are a true histoty of 
facts, then Moses must have 
wrought miracles in the view of 
multitudes in proof of his divine 
inspiration and mission, which 
sufficiently attested them. 

8. If the Pentateuch be nota 
true history ot facts, then at some 
period of the existence of the Jew- 
ish naticn, some person must have 
palmed the laws, which it con- 
tains, upon that people, and have 
made them believe, that they had 
long observed them, and had the 
marks of such observance on their 
own bodies, when every man’s 
experience would have given the 
lie to this statement. But this is 
incredible. 

There is reaton to suppose that the 
other books of ihe old testament were 
esritten by persons, wha were divine- 
ly insp ired. 

}. These books were preserved, 
in the most sacred manner, by 
the Jews in their ark, and were 
universally considered as of divine 
sh” ae 

There is no reason fer “sup- 
Pe that the Jews were de- 
ceived, for they were accuztomed 
to demand the most ample mir. 
aculons* attestation, before they 
gave credit to a man as inspired. 

he scriptures of the o'd tesament, 


Scriptu res. [ Tes. 


qe have reason to believe, have not 
been corrupted, since they were first 
writen. 

i. They were early translated 
into a number of different lan- 
guages of antiquity, and though 
they differ in some small things, 
yet they agree inthe great essen. 
tials. And though ‘some a 
are deficient, yet every bock i 
supported by ample authority. 

2. The Jews, after the com. 
pletion of the canon of scripture, 
were very careful to watch over a 
corruption of the sacred text. 
They had men appointed to at. 
tend to this business, and a sacred 
copy laid up in the ark, as a 
standard by which the correct- 
ness of others was determined ; 
they even counted letters, and if 
there was so muchas a defect in 
asingle letter, the copy was re. 
jected. 

There is much external evidence in 
support of the facts recorded in the 
new testament. 

I. Profane historians give di- 
tect testimony to the facts, that 
Christ lived and was crucified in 
Jerusalem, in the reign of Tiberi- 
us ; that he was the author of the 
christian religion ; that the prim- 
itive christians were harmless, in 
their lives, and that they endured 
the most sevefe persecutions, with 
the greatest fortitude and pa- 
— 

No other origina of christian- 
ity eetioe that related in the scrip- 
tures has ever been known or pre- 
tended, and if the scriptural ac- 
count had deen false, profane! his- 
terians would not hive been si- 
lent on the subject, especially, 
since there was early an attempi 
made to overthrow christianity. 

8. The early opponents 0} 
christianity acknowledged, that 








Jesus Christ wrought miracles, 
though they pretended that he 
did it by the power of magic. 
Had there been ground for it, 
they would undoubtedly have 
questioned the fact. 

4. By the appeals of two learn- 
ed apologists for christianity, Jus- 
tin Martyr and Tertullian, to the 
emperor and senate of Rome, in 
the first ages of christianity, in 
which their character and - safety 
were at stake, itis declared, that 
an account of the remarkabie ap- 
pearances, which attended the 
crucifixion of Christ, was sent by 
Pilate to the Roman emperor. 

There is reason to believe that the 
gospels and epistles were written by 
the persons, whose names they bear, 
and that they were esteemed canontcal, 
aud that they have not since heen core 
rupted. 

1, They have been quoted as 
the standards of the christian 
faith, and as the rule of christian 
duty, by a succession of writers, 
irom the days of the apostles 
down to the present time. They 
were therefore admitted as canon- 
ical, when an appeal could be 
made to original documents, and 
well known traditions, and could 
not have been acknowledged as 


euch, unless on gogd authority. 


2. They were written against 
by the early enemies of christiani- 
ty, which shows, that they were 
the standing records of the church, 

3. There have been differing 
sects, in ail ages of the church, 


- holding different opinions, and all 


attempting to establish the truth 
of these opinions from the scrip- 
tures, and they have been a mu- 
tual guard upon each other to 
prevent a corruption cf the sacred 
text. 

The divinity of the seriptures has 
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becn proved, by the fulfilment of the 
prophecies, which it contains. 

1. ‘Vhe birth and life and death 
and resurrection of Christ were 
accurately foretold, and the time 
of his appearance precisely mark- 
edout. And he answered entire- 
ly to the description given of him, 
by the prophets, 

2. The fate of the descendants 
of Ishmael and of the posterity 
of Abraham exactly correspond 
with what was predicted concern- 
ing them. Nor could a historian 
more accurately describe that 
great opposer of christianity, the 
church of Rome» than she ts des- 
cribed by the pen of inspiration, 
long before her existence. 

There is abundant iniernal evi- 
dence, that the scriptures area reve- 
lation from God. 

The matter of them proves it. 

1. They give usthe most ra- 
tional, consistent and probable ac- 
count of the creation of all 
things. 

2. They teach us the most ra- 
tional and exalted ideas of God, 
his character, manner of existence, 
and moral government, and a 
consistent and gloriousscheme of 
salvation, which, with multitudes 
of other doctrines, are above the 
comprehension, and certainly a- 
bove the invention of men. 

3. They teach a morality more 
pure than ever came from a mere 
man, and new in the world, as it 
sanctions and condemns different 
things from what any heathen 
precepts cid, or from what is com- 
monly done by the world, and 
yet itis perfectly rational. 

The manner of them proves it. 

1. They are delivered in a 
style more sublime, than any hu- 
man production, and which is ev- 
ery way worthy of God. 
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2. They teach with authority, 
and are enforced every where 
with a “thus saith the Lord.” 

3. They are void of art or eva- 
sion, and have the boldness and 
simplicity of truth. 

The tendeney of them proves it. 

They every where manifest- 
ly tend to glorify God, to oppose 
sin in men, and to make them ho- 
ly, and thus prepare them to be 
happy, which proves that they 
could comeonly from God, for, 

1. Wicked men would not 
have contrived a system of reli- 
gion, which opposes every feeling 
oftheir hearts. The writings of 
heathen and infidel philosophers 
wiil show us what systems they 
have contrived to suit their feel- 
ings. 

2. Good men would nevér be 
guilty of the awful crime of 
palming their own productions 
on the world, asa revelation irom 
heaven. 

The harmony of the parts of scrip- 
ture proves their divine origin. 

1. The same doctrines and the 
same duties are inculcated, 
though written by persons, who 
lived in different ages, and in 
countries remote from each oth- 
er, whereas no two heathens or 
infidelsever agreed in a system of 
faith or morality. 

2. There ts such a trifling ap- 
parent disagreement in stating 
facts, as proves the writers to have 
written independently of each 
other, and yet there is such an 
agreement, as nothing, but undis- 
guised truth could have préduc- 
ed. 

3. There issuch a remarkable 
correspondence between prophe- 
cies and their fulfilment, types 
and their antitypes, as provesa 


ey FR. 
unity of design, and of course, 
considering the circumstances un. 
der which the scriptures were writ- 
ten, a divine agency in the whole, 

The cheracter of the penmen proves 
its 

[. They appear, perfectiy art. 
less and honest tn all their repre- 
sentations, simply state facts, ap- 
pearlike eminently disinterested 
and good men, and ingenuously 
record their own fi inlts, “and oth- 
er circumstances, which it might 
be supposed would operate against 
them, and their cause. 

2. They acted witkout any 
prospect of gain, aside from what 
arose from a belief in the divini- 
ty of the master, whom they serv- 
ed, and they deliver their message, 
and refer to him, without anxiety, 
the issue. 

8. They were most of them 
illiterate, and not only asto mat- 
ter, but also as to manner, utterly 
incapable of writing what they 
have done, unless they spake as 
they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. 


—- . 


ON FAMILY GOVERNMENT 
STRUCTION. 


AND IN- 


Tat farrily government and 
instruction are important, no one, 
who believes his Bible, wiil dare, 
explicitly, to deny. While there 
may be union in sentiment on the 
necessity of them, there may be a 
great difference, im opinion, res- 
pecting the best mode of dis- 
charging the duties they imply. 
The apostle writing to the Ephe. 
sians 6. 4, hath, in few words, set 
this matter in a conspicuous point 
of light. He saith, “ And, ye fa- 
thers, provoke not yeur children 
to wrath: butbring them up, it 
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the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” 
Here is a caution given; and 
duty enjomed. The caution, 
“Ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to wrath,’? Goes not im- 
ply, that parents must never cor- 
rect their children for their 
faults: for correction, in some 
cases, is sigmny necessary, for the 
good of children : and it is one 
nean of a good education. Said 
Sclomnoh , © The rod and reproot 
give wisdom. ‘Therefore with- 
hold not correction from the 
child: for if thou beatest him 
with the rod he shall not die. 
Thou shalt beat him with the rod, 
and shall deliver his soul from 
hell.” ‘ Ke that hateth his son, 
spareth the rod: but he that lov- 
eth him chasteneth hirn betimes.”’ 
By the caution, the apostle 
did not desiyn to wrest the rod 
out of the parent’s hand; but to 
induce the parent to use it season- 
ably and duly. Parents are not 
to provoke their children to 
wrath, by an undue, or an unrea- 
sonable severity. ‘They are not 
to be tyrants, in their houses. 
The same apo:tle, writing to the 
Colossians, saith ** Fathers pro- 
voke not your children to wrath, 
lest they be discouraged.” ‘That 
is, lest they become dejected and 
disheartened, by means ot your 
rigorous treatment of them. 
Parental authority must always 
be tempered with kindness, that 
instructions may be profitably 
received, Kindness to ‘children 
must be expressed, by a faithful, 
steady and temperate government 
over them: not by fond indulg- 
ence, onthe one hand, nor, on 
the other, by cruel severity. 
* But bring them up.” This 
may teach parents, that itis their 
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duty to feed and clothe, to watch 
over and protect their children, 
in their helpless age; and also to 
provide for their subsistence, 
should they arrive to maturity in 
years. Parents, instead of epend- 

ing their substance in tintemper- 
ance, should endeavor to lay up, 
in store, for their children. 
Brutes, by instinct, rear up their 
young : and for parents, not to 
provide f for their children’s sup- 
port, in the best possible manner, 
is worse than brutish. ‘ If any 
provide not for his own, and spe- 
cially for those of his own house, 
he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel.” 

Parents are required to bring 
up their children in “ nurture.” 
This may signify, that they should 
endeavor to furnish their minds 
with useful knowledge. The 
minds of children should be cul- 
tivated, as well as their bodies 
nourished. 

The most important branch of 
duty, that parents owe to their 
children isto “bring them —— 
the admonition of the Lord ; 
in the knowledge and fear of 
God; remembering they have 
souls immortal :—that happiness 
or misery will be their eternal por- 
tion; and this may be under God, 
according as they have been train. 
ed up in their younger years; e¢i- 
ther jn ways of piety, or in ways 
of wickedness. 

Parents should early instruct 
and admonish their children, that 
they may not perish, for want of 
seasonable warning. Their minds 


should be early stored with 


knowledge. More — especially 
should they be taught, in the 
first place, the plain, fundamental 
truths and duties of the christian 
religien: such astheir lost condi. 
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tion by nature—the evil of sin— 
the danger to which sin exposes— 


and the remedy which a God of 


infinite compassion hath provid- 
ed, for perishing sinners. Chil- 
dren should be led to calvary, 
and there instructed at the foot of 
the cross. Upon these important 
and allinteresting subjects, pa- 
rents should be often speaking to 
their dear offspring, as the Is- 
raelites were enjoined: ‘“ Thou 
shalt teach them [the command. 
ments and statutes of God] dili- 
gently unto thy children, and 
thalt talk of them when thou sit- 
test in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down and when thourisestup.” 

Be not impatient with, nor dis- 
courage your children, with too 
severe rebukes, if they do not, at 
once, remember all your instruc: 
tions. In this matter, Jacob’s 
prudencein another affair, should 
be imitated. He led on gently 
as the young flocks could bear. 
Very observable, to this purpose, 
are the words of the Prophet. 
“ Whom shall he teach knowl- 
edge ? and whom shall he make 
to understand doctrine? them 
that are weaned from the milk, 
and drawn from the breasts. For 
precept must be upon precept, 
precept upon precept, line upon 
iine, line upon line, here a little, 
and there a little.” 

This business of instructing 
your children, you must begin, 
early ; that their minds may be 
Alled with good sentiments, in- 
stead of'vanity and protaneness. 


Endeavor to be too soon for tempt-. 


ations, by early warnings and ad- 
monitions. Keep your children, 
as much as possible, out of the 
way of temptation; | especially 
that most dangerous one, of wick- 


Oa Funily government and instruction. 


ed company. Vicious company 
has proved the ruin of many a 
precious youth. Evil commu. 
nications corrupt good manners.” 

You must use every method 
duty requires, to hinder your 
children from associating with the 
openly vile and profligate. 
Watch the first. out-breakings of 
corruption; and check them, be- 


fore they ripen into the bitter 


fruits of impiety and profaneness. 
If possible, pluck up_ those evil 
weeds, in the early spring an ife ; 
lest they shoot up and choke all 
the good you are endeavorin ing to 
cultivate in them. Reprove and 
correct them, while there is yet 
hope: lest they become soon 
hardened through the deceitful. 
ness of sin. Let them be made 
sensible, that they can offend you, 
in nothing so much, as in sinning 
against God. Instruct them in 
the duties of religious worship, 
Bring them to the house of God ; 
and learn them to reverence his 
sanctuary, andto keep holy the 
Lord’s Day. Thus should you 
early put your children ia the 
way of external duty: and who 
can tell how soon the Spirit ot 
God may fasten some good word 
upon their hearts; and lay an ear- 
ly foundation, for endless felicity, 
in their souls, 

Parents must also be careful to 
set, before their children, pious 
examples. ‘There is a natural 
aptness, inchildren, to endeavor 
to imitate their parents. How 
important then, that parents be- 
have themselves wisely; and 
walk, within their houses, with a 
perfect heart. Should you con- 
tradict, by your practice, your in- 
structions; they will make no 
good impressions. How shall 
profane parents teach their chil- 
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dren to fear an oath? How can 
Sabbath breakers, instruct their 
children to keep poi the Lord’s 
Day? How can the drunkard 
impress upon his children the du- 
ty of bemipotante? > Be careful 
then, O ye parents, to confirm 
your instructions, by your exam. 
ples : and, not only point out to 
them the way to heaven, but lead 
shem in it. 

One thing more 18 essentially 
necessafy, in bringing up children 
in the admonition of the Lord: 
and that is prayer to God for his 
blessing upon the means used. 
You may, possibly, command the 
ears of your children; but their 
hearts are beyond your reach. 
God only can renew and change 
them by his Spirit and grace. Of 
him, therefore, earnestly and im- 
portunately seek this blessing for 
your children. 

Having suggested a few things 
implied in the apostle’s injunc- 
tion, respecting parental govern- 
ment and instruction ; Some mo- 
tives to fidelity, in this important 
business, will be laid before pa- 
rents and urged upon them. 

It is a duty, pressed upon you, 
by God himself, in his holy 
word, om various accounts. 

For the sake of your children, 
endeavor to bring them up tn the 
admonition of the Lord. If you 
believe your Bibles, you know 
your children, by nature, are cor- 
tupt, and children of wrath, even 
as others ; that they must be born 
again, or goto ruins; and is it 
possible yoa should believe this, 
and not be solicitous to have this 
ehenge wroueht in them? You 
are to be concerned for their fu- 
ture and eternal welfare. It is 
frue, you cannot change their 
hearts : but, because you cannot 


co every thing, will you do noth- 
ing, for them? You ought to use 
your utmost endeavors to prevent 
their destruction; and to train 
them up for God. 

If you would promote the 
kingdom of Christ in the world, 
you must “ bring up your children 
in the admonition of the Lord.” 
Do you desire that Christ may 
havea seed to serve him? and 
that his church may live and 
flourish, when you are sleeping in 
your graves? From whence is it 
possible the church of Christ can 
receive a supply of new members, 
as the elder ones are departing, 
but from your children? If chil- 
dren prove wicked and le, the 
church must décay. Have you 
any zeal for Christ?—any true 
concern for his interest and king- 
dom? Then manifest your feel- 
ings by endeavoring, that your 
seed, may be a seed to serve him, 
in their generation:—that they 
may be an honor to his caute on 
earth, and monuments, of his glo- 
rious grace, in heavea. 

For your own sakes, take pains 
to bring up your children in the 
admonition of the Lord. Would 
you have comfort of them, while 
in this world ? Would you be able 
to give a good account of your 
charge hereafter, and meet them, 
with joy, in a better world? You 
must yourselves be possessed of 
vital religion, and use your ut- 
most endeavors to have your 
children live in a hearty obedi- 
ence to the commands of God 
your Savior. If you possess reji- 
gion yourselves, it would give 
you imexpr ressible delight to ec 
your dear offspring embracine 
and practising the religion of Je- 
sus. This would soften your dy- 
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tent lieth upon the bed of death, 
with his affectionate children a- 
round him, if he hath a _ well 
grounded hope they have become 
the friends of Jesus, he can joy- 
fully bid them farewell, with a 
pleasing hope of soon meeting 
them in heaven. 

O ye parents, become true be- 


The obligation of Belie 





vers to confess Christ. [Pres 
lieversin Jesus Christ yourselves - 
and use your utmost endeavors, 
by counsel, instruction, warning, 
reproot and prayer, to engage 
your children to mind the best 
things, that, by the riches of di- 
vine grace, both you and they 
may be saved, in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. R. E. 


Miscett lany. 


THE OBLIGATION OF BELIEVERS TO CONFESS CHRIST: 


Mucu is implied in confessing 
Christ before men. If we would 
confess our Savior, we must not 
only say nothing against christian- 
ity, but we must piead in its fa- 
ver ; we must not only al//ow that 
Jesus is the Christ, but also glory 
in his cross and honor his laws. 
‘To confess Christ, is to shew a 
sacred regard to his holy and 
strict precepts ; to attend regular- 
ly on the ordinances of his ap- 
poiatment ; to explain and incul- 
cate the principles of his religion 
on those over whom we have in- 
fluence : to countenance and en- 
courage those who appear to be 
his sincere followers, and with 
firmness and meckness to defend 
his cause when attacked by his en- 
emies. 

Opposed to the. confession of 
Christ, is denying him before men. 
And we deny Christ, net only 
when we openly renounce our 
baptismal vows, and say to every 
person we meet, ‘I am an unbe- 
liever,’’ we deny him by silence as 
well as by words ; by not observ- 
ing his institutions, as weil as by 
openly throwing contempt upon 
them ; by servilely following the 


opinions andymaxims of the world, 
as wellas by saying in so many 
wotds, * We will not have this 
man to reign over us.’ Some 
of this description may be surpris- 
ed to hear themselves ranked 
with avowed enemies of Christ, 
and represented “ deniers of 
the Lord who bought them.” 
They may say, “ we never spakea 
word against the Savior; we 
never deny his divinity, nor in any 
way oppose him.”? Let such con- 
sider that by aciions no less plainly 
than by words, we may shew dis- 
respect to any character; and 
that by transgressing one of the 
least of Christ’s commandments, 
we virtually deny him; we say 
more strongly than language can 
express, * Let us break his bands 
asunder, and cast his cords from 
us.’ Let not then scuh deceive 
themselves with false hopes, be- 
cause they zealously protest a- 
gainst infidels and unbeltevers ; 
for their own inconsistency 13 
greater, who, allowing in so ma- 
ny words, that Christ is the Sav- 
ior, yet in works they deny him, 
being disobedient and to every 
good work reprobate. 
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The object of this essay is to 
point out the obligation lying 
upon every christian to confess 
Christ 19 the manner described 


above. 


1. Sincerity requires it. 

Sincerity and uprightness not 
only require that we never, in 
any instance, profess what we do 
not believe; but also, in certain 
cases, that t we plainly and openly 
avow our sentiments. 

When the principles or charac- 
ter of a friend are attacked; 
when we hear misrepresentations 
made use of, in order to hold 
him up as an object ef ridicule ; 
when the laugh of the company 
is, raised at his expense, we are 
guilty of hypocrisy if we seem to 
join in the entertainment ; nay, 
unless we testify our disapproba- 
tion by words, or by withdrawing» 
This observation is plainly appli-: 
cable to the case before us. If we 
hear Christ or his words blas- 
phemed, and instead of testifying 
displeasure, seem well enough sat- 
ised, we are certainly chargea- 
ble with dissimulation, and it is 
unnecessary to add, how much 
meanness as well as immorality 
this implies. ‘ Yet if Christ and 
bis religion are not maligned, is 
there any occasion of shewing our 
allegiance to him ?’ We answer, 
that: whatever a man reckons im- 
portant or valuabie, he very nat- 
urally makes sometimes the sub- 
ject of conversation. Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. Why then in religious 
matters alone should the privi- 
lege be denied, of testifying what 
we do know; of commending 
what we esteem? Why should a 
profound silence be observed up- 
@n religions matters, when we 
G 


speak our opinions freely upon 
other topics? 

There is, it must be owned, 
such a thing as giving what is ho- 
ly to the dogs, and casting pearls 
before swine ; thisis carefully to 
be avoided. To introduce the 
more sublime and spiritual parts of 
christianity in the course of com- 
mon conversation with those who 
are plainly. worldly and irreli- 
gious, or to detail matters of 
christian experience to those who 
have no ot sense of the im- 
portance of religion at all, would 
certainly be highly imprudent, 
however good the intention might 
be. Yet we contend for the lib- 
erty which the christian has, reg- 

ulated by prudence and bya due 
regard to time and tied to 
«br ring forth out of the treasure 
of the heart good things.” Nay, 
a christian’ % conversa ody if he 
would act consistently, will often 
Gijier even upon common topics, 
from that of the world, lying in 
wickedness. He will not make 
the same references to custom, to 
fashion, or to the way of the 
world, as ii bs ese could sustify 
any si whi n the law of .Ged 
and the reiigion of Jesus Christ 
condemned. Teh e has not for the 
time /osi sight - hts princ ciples and 
rules, and unless he is unluckily 
betrayed into temporary con form- 
ity tothe world, he will not be 
heard uttering this pernicieus sen- 
timent, which we hear so often 
from the mouths of nominal 
christians; namely, that such and 
such things may, nay must be coms 
p! ied with, because they are com- 
monly re: and it would be 
thoucht strange if we did not. con- 
form, ak the ssirié of chri 
tianity, and the procz fthe hess 
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ind most exemplary christians, are 
plainly against them. The chris. 
tian, in short, can never be justifi- 
ed, or even excused, in making 
incan compliances, that he may 
appear to the unprincipled, what 
is termed a man of /iberality of sen- 
jiment. By this base corduct he 
rffny indeed fora time, keep on 
terms with the irreligious and 
profane, porta’, procure from 
them the honorable title of a Liberal 
man ; but he will never thus be 
able to convince gainsayers, or 
win them over to the Savior; 
because the diference betwixt him 
and those, whom he flatters him- 
self he may be successful in re- 
claiming, appearsin this way, to 
be very insignificant. 

Still it may be said, [snot re- 
ligion a matter betwixt God and 
our own Souls, in which the world 
is not at all concerned; and does 
not out Savior himself command 
tis tO pray to our Father in secret, 
condemning thé Pharisees for os- 
tentatious devotions? It fs true 
indeed, that the devotional feel- 
ings are to be ezercised chiefly in 
secret, that the life of the christian, 
in its spring. and also in many of 
its exercises, 1s hid with Christ in 
Ged, and that a stranger does 
not intermeddlé with the com- 
munion he enjoys with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

et still true piety has its proper 
outward expressions, inseparable 
from its existence in the heart and 
its operations in secret. A good 
tree bringeth forth good {roit. 
He who is i wardly prousy, will 
never be, to appearance, careless 
and indevout. We who walks 
with God in secret devotion, wi'l 
also have his conversation ordered 
He who fears God will 
speak reverently of his 
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ligation of Believers to confess Christ. 


' trines as true ; 
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name, and will also reverence his 
sanctuary. He will live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the 
world. His light will so shine 
before men, that they seeing his 
good works, may glorify his Fa. 
ther in heaven. 

2. Regard to Christ Jesus as 
his Lord and Master, will leada 
christian to confess him before 
men. . 

Many enlightened and illustri- 
ous persons have appeared at dif. 
ferent periods in the world, whose 
characters we still revere, and 
whose discoveries have been high- 
ly valuable. There is no occa- 
sion however to confess any of 
them before men, to call ourselves 
by any of their names, or to suffer 
any thing in defence of their opin. 
ions or reputation. ‘The reasonis 
obvious. They do not hold any 
relation to us; and while we prof- 
it by their discoveries, we do not 
reckon ourselves bound to stand 
up for all that they said or did. 
Their writings and discoveries 
have little or no connection with 
their own personal conduct. The 
ease is altogether different with 
respect to Jesus Christ. He ap- 
peared notas an ordinary human 
teacher. Hedid not merely re- 
quire mankind to receive kris doc- 
but ** This (said 
he) is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath 
sent.”? He assumed the character 
and authority, not merely ofa 
wise teacher, but of a divine per- 
son, and claims our allegiance as 
our Master and Lord. Christians 
then are concerned, not merely 
in the truths which the gospel 
contains, butare also intimately 
connected with Christ himself. 
The honor of his doctrines, and 
that of his persona! character, are 
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closely connected. As christians, 
then, we are deeply interested in 
the honor of our Master; we 
must openly avow our allegiance 
to him, and never be ashamed ei- 
ther of himself or of his words. 

3. It is, beside, the express 
command of Christ that we should 
confess him before men. 

He does not give his followers 
permission to deny him when dan- 
ger threatens, that when the dan- 
ger is over, they may again stand 
forth as the advocates of his cause. 
He does not permit any such time 
serving. ‘* When they persecute 
you in one city flee to another,” 
said he to his disciples, thus give 
ing them full permission, by all 
prudent means, consistent with 
duty to avoid danger. Yet when 
they should be brought before 
councils, before governors, and 
kings, they were not permitted to 
say, we know not Christ, that they 
might be set at liberty. They 
were boldly to testify concerning 
him, to declare the important 
facts relating to him ; and in that 
way of well doing to commit 
themselves into the hands of that 
God whose cause they served. 
Christians are still called to follow 
their Master, though it should be 
to suffering ; to hold fast the pro- 
fession of their faith without wav- 
ering ; to make no unlawful con- 
cessions, in order to preserve liber- 
ty or life, 

Jesus foretold that one of his 
chosen disciples, should deny him; 
he predicted it to make it the more 
observed ; and itservesas asol- 
emn warning to believers in all 
succeeding times. Simon Peter 
actually denied his master to a- 
void suffering along with him. 
Afterward, however, he saw his 
sin; he repented, wept bitterly, 


never repeated the offence, nay, 
discovered such boldness, that the 
Jewish rulers took knowledge of 
him that he had been with Jesus, 
Let usimitate Peter, not in deny- 
ing, butin confessing our Mas- 
ter ; and say with becoming zeal, 
trusting in divine grace, * Lord, 
I will never forsake thee.” 

4, Tothe duty of confessing 
Christ, love and gratitude will 
naturally lead all the true disci- 
ples of Jesus. 

We are naturally led to speak 
in terms of commendation of the 
person to whom we ate strongly 
attached, and for whom we feel a 
lively esteem. A grateful sense 
of favors received, naturally in- 
clines us to describe to others the 
extent of the benefit, and the gen- 
uine manner in which it was con- 
ferred. If then we love the Sav- 
ior, we shall dwell with pleasure 
on his unmerited kindness, and 
magnify the riches of his grace. 
Gratitude will prompt us to keep 
up the honor of his name, to ob- 
serve frequently, and with pleas- 
ure, the memorial of his dying 
love, and to make no éecret of it, 
that we glory in his cross. Ani- 
mated by love and gratitude, we 
will profess his religion, not mere- 
ly when it is accaunted honora. 
ble, but when it exposes to con- 
tempt and persecution: we will 
follow Jesus not only through 
good report, but also through bad 
report; we will go forth as his 
soldiers not only inthe sunshine, 
but also in the dark and cloudy 
day ; not only when ail is quiet 
and safe, but everr when danger 
threatens, and the env.ciy advane 
CES. 

We only add, that by confess- 
ing Christ, we promote the ad- 
vancement of the gespel and the 
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interests of mankind, which are 
closely connected. If we are 
christians at all, we must be con- 
vinced thatthe gospel is indeed 
glad tidings, aud the most pre- 
cious giftof God to men; and 
thagthey are happy who hear its 
joyful sound. We shail be desir- 
ous that men may be blessed in 
Jesus, and partake of the noble 

privileges of his kingdom. Now, 
howis this to be accomplished 
bat by christians confessing Christ 
before men? The treasure of the 
gospel is in earthen vessels. 

Christianity -is to be propagated 
by the instrumentality of human 
means. Angels are oe to be ex- 


, pected to come cown from heav- 


en to explain and recommend the 
relicion of Christ: but those 
must do it in their respective 

spheres, who have themselves ex- 
perienced its power and been 
made partakers of its blessings. 
If the first believers had kept their 
fuith to themse!ves, had concealed 
their principles to avoid suffering, 
the glorious truth must have been 
lost. We could not have heard 
its glad tidings. The memory of 
what Jesus Christ hath done must 
in this case have perished. 

‘To us, however, the word of 
salvation hath been sent. For us 
Paul counted not his life dear un, 
to himself, that he might testify 
the good news or the grace of 
God. For our benefit, many have 
coufessed Christ in troublesome 
times, and have not dented their 
Lord. Let us not conceal from 
our posterity the praises of the 
Lord and Qi* strength, and the 
word: su. works he hath done. 
Woaiie we live, let ws give thank 
ANLO hiss who wath wrought out 
for usa great salvation, Having 
by the instrumentality 
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of men, the blessing of a gure and 
heavenly religion; equity and 
generosity seem tO conspire in 
promoting us to use every means 
for imparting the same bless ing 
to those who are at present desti- 
tute of it. We must own our- 
selves debtors both to the Greck 
and the barbarian, both to the 
wise and to the unwise. We must 
hail the auspicious pertod, and 
use our endeavors for hastening 
it, ** when the earth shall be fili- 
ed with the knowledge of the 
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Lord; when in the wilderness: 
water shall spring up, and streams 
ia the desert; and the ends of 
the earth shail see the salvation 
of our God,” 

W.R. D. 
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EXAMPLE OF TFHE EFFICACY C8 


J. W. a pious young man, wa: 
employed ina large manvtacto- 
ry, the foreman of which took 
every opportunity to make him 
the butt of ridicule to his compan- 
ions, on account of his religion, 
and because he refused to join in 
their drinking parties, and Sun- 
day frolics. As they lived in the 
. une house, the foreman one day 
heard him at prayer and resolved 
to listen ; when to his great sur- 
prise, he found himself the subject 
oi the youns man’s supplications, 
who was spreadinz his case of in- 
fidelity and hardness of heart be- 
fore God i, and supplicating earn- 
estly for vt that God would 
give him repentance unto salva- 
tion, and create in him a mew 
heart, and put a right spirit with- 
in him. ‘lhe foreman was de ep- 
a fete: 


? 


With wrat he] heard. 
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He had never entertained an idea 
of the power or nature of true 
prayer ; he wondered at the elo- 
quence and fervor with which his 
own unhappy case had _ been 
pleaded before God. I never, 
said he to himself, thus prayed 
to God for myselt. The impres- 
sion dwelt upon his mind. ‘The 
next day he took John aside; “I 
wish,” said he “ John, you would 
preach to me alittle.” John, who 
only thought his grave face was 
meant to turn the subject into 
ridicule, said, ** Mr. M.you know 
Tam no preacher ; ; I don’t pre- 
tend to it.” * Nay 99 said Mr. M. 
“T don’t know om you can 
preach to-day ; but I heard you 
yesterday make such a descrip- 
tion of my state, aS convinces me 
you can do it very well; and I 
shall be much obliged to youto 
repeat it.”’ “ Oh,’”’ saysJoha, * It 
is true, | was at prayer, and did, 
indeed, heartily pray for you.” 
** Very well,”’ said the foreman, 
“pray do it again; for I never 
heard any thing in my life which 
so deeply affected me.” John 
did not wait for much intreaty : 
They kneeled down together and 
cried to the God of ail grace, and 
found acceptance. From that 
day they were bosom friends ; 
wentto the same place of wor- 
ship, and frequently bowed their 
knees together with praise and 
thanksgiving. 

Their conversation adorned 
their profession ; and the mocker 
became a confessor of the grace 

hich he had so often abused and 
turned into ridicule. Con. Mag. 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 
Matt. xii. 40. Maré viii. 31. 


THRaR nights and three days are 


the same as three days ; and these 
expressions are often used one 
for the other. But the words af- 
ter three days are very full and ex- 
pressive; yet the chief priests 
will inform us how we are to un- 
derstand them. Sir, said they 
to Pilate, we remember ihat that de 
ceiver said, while he was yet alive, 
ajter three days I will rise again. 


Yet their demand is, that the sepul- 


chre be made sure only till the third 
day, Maté, xxvii. 63, 64. Here 
isthe authority of the chief priests 
and Pharisees, that after three days, 
and, ti! the third day,. were equal 
expresstons ; and were co under- 
stood in the common language 
of that ceuntry. Just so, when 
Rehobcoam had said to the peo- 
ple, come again to me after three 
days; it follows; so all the people 
came to Rehoboam on the third day, 
as the king bade, saying, come again 
. me on the third day, 2 Chron. x. 
5,12, The Jews used to reckon 
part of a day, and evenone hour, 
for a whole day; particularly 
when they explained the law that 
orders children to be circumcised 
the eighth day. 


== 
ON THE ATONEMENT- 


«Can a person be considered as hav- 
ing an interestin Christ, who re- 
jects the atonement he has made ?’ 


He gives no evidence of his in- 
terest: secret things belong to 
God; and we know wot what 
God may hereafter do for such a 
person; but ‘we are warranted 
to say, he gives no evidence of in- 
terest in Christ. A belief of the 
truth (and this is eminently the 


truth*) is essential to a state of 
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salvation; and “he that believ- 
eth not shall be damned.” “ Ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh, and drink 
the blood of the Son of man, ye 
have no life in you.”* This pas- 
sage plainly refers to the atone- 
ment of Christ ; and signifies the 
use that a real Christian makes 
of it. Many, very many, other 
Scriptures clearly prove the ne- 
cessity of “receiving the atone- 
ment,’’+ in order to our personal 
salvation. We must tremble, 
therefore, for a Sociniafl, or any 
one who neglects this great salva- 


tion. 


* SS 


SEEMING CONTRADICTIONS RECON- 
CILED. 


Matt. xi. 14. Zhis ts Elias who 
was to conie. 

John i. 21. Art thou Elias ? And 

he saith Lam not. <rt thou that 

prophet ? And he answered, No. 


Joun the Baptist was not hiter- 
ally the person of Elias; and it 

was proper for him to say he was 
not, in orderto correct the gross 
notions of the Jews on that sub- 
ject. Had he answered in the af- 
firmative, and they believed him, 
he would have confirmed them 
in a gross falsehood. 

Yet John the Baptist was that 
Elias of whom the prophet Mala. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE RELIGIOUS 
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achispake ; (ch.iv. 5.) that is, 
as Luke expresses it, he came in 
the spirit and power of Elias ; (ch. 
i. 17.) and so was, a$it were, an. 
other Elias. 


5 
AKECDOTE. 


Tre celebrated Dr. Mantor 
was appointed, on a public occa- 
Sion, to preach before the Lord 
Mayor and Alderman of Lon- 
don. His germon was learned, 
iggenuous, and elegant. As he 
was returning home, a plain old 
gentleman pulled him by the 
coat,and desired to speak with 
him. The Doetor stopped, and 
the stranger thus addressed him ; 
‘IT was one of your auditory to 
day ; I went to be fed with the 
Gospel, as usual ; but have re. 
turned empty. Dr. Manton was 
not Dr. Manton this morning. 
There was indeed, much of the 
Doctor, of the florid and learned 
man, inthe discourse ; but little 
or nothing of Jesus Christ; it 
was, in Short, no sermon to me.”? 
“¢ Sir,?’? answered the Doctor, * If 
Ihave not preached to you, you 
have now preached a good ser- 
mon tome: such as !| trust, f 


‘Shall never forget, but be the bet- 


ter for, as long as I live.” 


0.0 





SREVIVALS I Ww PITTSFORD. 


( Concluded from page 30 of this Volume.) 


Yrom the commencement of the 
fourth religious revival in this place, 
onthe Suiof December 1810, until the 
last week in January i811, a period of 
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eight weeks an increasing and unin- 
terrupted progress of the work 
was noticed, by the friends of Z1- 
en, With grateful astonishment. 
There was nothing to melest or. make 
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as afraid. The enemy seemed to be 
%,stened in silence and inactivity lay 
unconscious sleep and _ unbelief. 
«When we were going up” from day 
te day and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
« to appear before the Lord our God,” 
no man was suffered to desire eur land, 
er to come asa disturber ofour peace, 
within our borders. “ Judah and Israel 
dwelt safely, every man under his vine, 
and under his fig-tree.”’ We could 
not be sufficiently thankful to God, 
that no reot of bitterness was suffered 
tospring up among us. Never, per- 
haps, was % workof the kind se long 
gontinucd with greater harmony, with 
less interruption, or with fewer of the 
sceds of strife. It was devoutly hoped, 
that this would still be a prominent 
feature of what was to follow. But 
gslas! ““itwas impossible but that of- 
fences would come.” However well 
intended, by the first measure, which 
was taken, as was apprehened, to pros- 
elyte the young converts, and draw 
them off to other denominations, -ma- 
ay were put upon the wrack, and many 
induced to “ tremble for the ark.” In 
giving a history of the work, it is pain- 
ful, that there should be any occasion 
to mention an event which was so unfa- 
vorable and distressing. It was not 
unexpected, but it was amazing that 
from this very time the conference 
meetings became comparatively thin ; 
and numbers, who had been under se- 
rious impressions, became as stupid as 
blocks. Christians endeavored to be 
as prudent as possible, while they 
were laid under the disagreeable ne- 
gessity of acting in defence of the 
truth, andas protectors, under God, 
of the ‘new-born babes.” In their ad- 
dress to the throne of grace, they 
praved for proteetion ; they prayed for 
deliverance from those unhappy dis- 
nutes which had been introduced ; and 
they suggested their fears, in some in- 
stances, that God was about to take 
from us his Holy Spirit. This was 
thought to be very discouraging and 
ominous of evil. For nearly a fort- 
Rigat, we were ip this melancholy sit- 
tation... The source of the difficulty 
Was perpetuated im the very seat or 
heart of the wo: k, until the revival ter- 
ninated. But after about a forinieht, 
froin thee¢ommencement of what may 
Se termed the atiacé, ‘hose with whom 
eo Lord was at werk, beowue Pally 
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convinced, and settled in the truth’; 
so that of all whom God had given us, 
we lastnone, and blessed be his name. 
Having been “ sifted as wheat,” none 
of them being led fatally astray, a con- 
fidence began to prevail, thatthe Lord 
would protect them, all measures to 
the contrary notwithstanding, and the 
work began again to put on a more 
favorable aspect. 

On the seeond week in Feb. several 
became hopefully pious. They had 
been, fora long time, ina very distress- 
ed and “ mournful state.” But now 
their “rapture seemed a* pleasing 
dream, the grace appeared so great.” 

Sabbath, Péb. 10, 1811, was-a very 
important and interesting day,. That 
distressing impression, that the work 
had unhappily come to a standy was 
entirely erased. ‘The numerous at- 
tendants, andthe deep and profound 
attention of the assembly in the house 
of God, together with the discovery of 


several new instances of hopeful con-" 


version, afforded a comfortable evi- 
dence, that the Lord had not finished 
the work of his marvellous grace. The 
sermons preached were from Matth, 


xi. $8. * And hedid not many migh- 


ty works there because of their unbe- 
lief :” and from 2 Sam, xix. 11. “* Speak 
unto the elders of Judah, saying, Why 
are ye the lastto bring the king back 
to his house ?”? In the evening, at the 


centre conference, the presence of God ' 


vag surprisingly manifest! No reli- 
gious meeting, in the time of @ reli- 
gious declension, ever exhibits such 
an appearance. One came fcrward to 
converse, who appeared to have been 
brought from nature’s darkness into 
God’s marvellous light. Those who 
spoke and prayed in the conference, 
Were zealously engaged. The meet- 
ing wasas solemn as the grave. Tle 
conference at the mills affurded a 
most affecting and animating prospect. 
It was supposed never to have becn so 
crowded and impressive before. There 
was one instance of hopeful conver- 
sion. The Christians thanked God, 
and took courage. 

On Monday, one of the young con- 
verts came to me and made a very hum- 
ble confession for his opposition, which 
he had made to my preaching the doc- 
trives of election, decrees, und others 
of the doctrines of grace. A young la- 
dy was relaeved, hopefully, by specitl 
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and irresistible mercy from a long and 
melancholy state of mental distress. 
jt was likewise discovered, that sever- 
al others were under serious impres- 
gions. 


In the afternoon and evening of 


Tuesday, we attended leciure greet 
ed bythe Rev. Mr. Haynes of West 
Rutlend. We thought the meetings 
were very remarkable. The audience 
seemed to be as still as if thev were 
dead. In the evening, it was announc- 
ed, that there were several new instan- 
cesofconviction; that those already 
convicted were more deeply impress- 
ed; that there were three new instan- 
ces of hopeful conversion ; and that the 
whole number of the newly regenerat- 
ed was nineteen. On Wednesday the 
number arose to twenty one. 

On sabbath, Feb. 17th, the preach- 
ing was all day from 2 Sam. xix. 20. 
“For thy servant doth know, that I 
haye sinned: therefore be hold, I am 
come the first this day of s all the } souse 
of Joseph, to go down to mcet my cord 
the king.” The doctrine was thi: 
Those, who are the most sensibl 
their sinfulness, will be the first to 
meet the Kine at his coming. T 

effects ofthe woik of G¢ dd were, in t 
Pe d and solemn assembly, 
evidently perceptible, and very aficc 
ing. The conferen ces in the ‘even ag 
weit animating, solemn, and comfort t- 
ine. Some were found to be acecssi- 

Je, who before e hi id been known to be 
pposed to revivals of religion, and 
conference meetings. 

For the gvc atest pa it of this week, 
being visited by a number of the min- 
isters of the Lord Jesus, we were 
greatly blessed by their “ labors of 
ove.” Theuw t taith fal pi ‘eaching ig, an d 
their fervent prayers, and exhorta‘ions, 
We had reason to believe, were “a 
seed sown in cood ground.” Some 
were deeply conv victed, and others 
hopefully regenerated, by their instru- 
mentality. ‘OF what inspeakable im- 
portance it is toa peopie whose hearts 
are affected, whose csnsciences are 
alarmed, and 0 hose ears are opene cL to 
yeeeiv e instructi ion by the outpouring’ 
of the Divine Spirit, that the niinis- 
gers of Christ should come to their as- 
sistance, and blew the gospel trum- 
pet, and labor inthe fields which are 
sacty to harvest !” Leav- 
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bers with theirown people, v lien the 
“jittup their eves, and look on the 
fields” of this description, by thrust 
ing in the gospel sickle, they might 
wauer a ple enteous harve st, confer 

unspes ‘kable obligations on himery per 

ishing souls, and feel the sati: faction, 
as “un profitable servants,” of having 
“done that whic is their duty to do.” 

bos e were also visited this week by 
several sleigh-loz ds cf people fron 
toy wns ia the vicinit iy, Who came to wit 

1e88 tlie good work of our God. Every 
thing of this kind, seemed to prove in- 
St rumental © fo 00d, Tt was like “ the 
inhabitants of one ¢ ity going to anoth- 
er, and saying, Let us go speedily 
pray before the Lord, and to seek "the 
Lord of hos ts: | wili go also.” No. 
thing is more social and affectionate in 
its nature, than the power and life ot 
experimental religion; it binds to- 
ge ther r the hearts of those who, with. 
out it, would for ever be strangers tr 
each other. 

On Wednesday evening, a female of 
the age of thirteen, who had beer 
gre ‘atly distressed with a view of he; 
5 en obtained consolation in the 
‘ies of the religious mee ting. It was 
niéticed by her y oung cempanions, who 
had obtained * like precious fait h,” 
that her countenance had become 
cheerful and serene. The intellig nce 
Was soon communicated through the 


? eae ~ - 1, Sart , 43.° 
whole circle of the children of this 
. + os. o ? . ? 4 4 
descri >tion. As soon &s opportunity 

‘ ‘ 


, they { flocks Caround her «as 
if ‘hey were ready to ext ee up; and 
shook hands with her with extacy. It 
looked as ifthey had a parti — 
of the joy which there is in heaven ov 

a sinner who is brought to re pentanee, 
The scene wag noticed by strangers, 
and by the brethren present with in- 
describable sensations. O low these 
young disciples loved one another! 
This “chil dis now a member of the 
church ; and for ought that appears, 
she has adorned her profession, by 
that discreet, that “ meck and quiet 
spirit which is, in the sight of God, of 
great price.” 

Sabbath, Feb. 24. It was discovered, 
that there were sev eral new instance 
of conviction and hopeful regeneration. 
During this week, tlicre were Jecturc: 
or conferences “yigpee every eveniti 
or afiernoon. he appesrance , of th: 


work was much as ‘it was the we 
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before. Wehad a number of pious 
schol ars from Middlebury College to 
assist. May God bless them for their 
fithful exertions, and graciously re- 
ward them for ali their ‘affectionate 
endeavors to promote the work of the 
Lorél in this place. ; 

On Friday evening, we had an ex- 
ecedingly interesting conference. 
Five related their religious experience. 
To appearance the work of the Holy 
Spirit with them had been w onderful. 
The effect of their relations on the 
spectators was such as might be ex- 
pected, from an exhibition of the 
brightness of gospel light. Christians 
were greatly animated; but there 
were a few arminians who could not 
endure it. What alas! could they do 
in heaven, where the same light will be 
manifested im all the splendor and 
plenitude ofan eternal weight of glo- 
rv! It appeared, that the young con- 
verts had been awfully opposed to the 
doctrines of grace, such as election and 
decrees; but as soon as their hard and 
proud hearts were humbled by special 
and sovereign grace, with great com- 
‘ort, they embraced these very doe- 
trines. Ohow good itis to sce these 
things manifested in fact, by religious 
experience 

On the Sabbath, March 3d, impelled 
by imperious neéessity, arising from 
melancholy circumstances, which 
must be referred to the judgment of the 
last great day, it was deemed impor- 
tant,asa defensive duty, to take the 
subject for discourse, and religious 
improvement, expre ssed in Gal. iii. 14. 

*That the blessing of Abraham might 
come on the gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the pron 
ise ofthe Spirit through faith” T he 
doctrine was thi$; The blessing of the 
Abrahamic covenantis tlie ae of 
the Spirit, conferred on the gentiles 
through Jesus Christ, and received by 
faith, ‘Fhe Lord, through infinite mer- 
cy, blessed his word to cur good, and to 
cur eomplete protection and deliver- 
ance from the unhappy evil which was 
feared, 

On Wednesday evening, we attend- 
ltohear the young con verts give the 
reason of their hove. The house was 
0 crowded as to Be extreme Vv 
ortable. Five related their reljrious 
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nought to be clear and striking. 
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Their opposition, while under convic- 
tion, and their exereises afterward, 
were distinguishing. Nothing as yet 
appears to show, that they were not 
genuine. 

On Thursday, nine presented them- 
selves, and related their experience 
with the view to unite with the church. 
The account, which they gave of 
“what the Lord had done for their 
souls,” was satisfactory to the church. 
There were many to hear; and Q, said 
Christians in their prayers, may God 
sanctify such instances of his grace to 
the conviction and regeneration of oth- 
ers. 

On the Sabbath, March 10th, the 
numbers, and the attention of the peo- 


ple, indicated something unusually 


promising. The texts were Gen. xxviil. 
16. “Surely the Lord is in this place ; 
and I knew itnot.” And Luke vi. 25. 
* Wo unto you that laugh now ; ; for ye 
shall mourn and weep.” There was 
deep and awful solemnity! The scene 
was so affecting, it was some of the 
time, almost impossible toutter. God 
seemed to be in this place in very 
deed. The revival was evidently re- 
vived, The young converts, ge nerally, 
repaired to my hiouse in the intermis- 
sion. We hada solemn and aflection- 
ate interview, with prayer. An op- 
portunity was afforded for individual 
tase: Airy We witnessed, and 
heard ofnew instances of serious im- 
pressions. ‘The cvening conferences 
were attended with new sm They 
were filled with holy sweeine 

divine soiemnity. 

On = dav, the church metto ex- 
amine can lidates for adm ission. Seve 
of the youns con verts gave the reason 
of their lore. ‘They exhibited astrik- 
int testimony to the awful depravity 
of the human heart. The m: all gnity, ; 
which they had exercised, while under 
conviction, toward God, for changing 
the hearts of others and net theirs, was 
very surprising and dreadiul. But the 
ie ge which they manifested, of a 

radical change, was satisidctory to the 
c chu rch. 

In the evening of Frid: ev, about a 
dozen of the young people v seit ted me-—- 
ali hopefully Christians but one; and 
that one under solemn conviction. Dr, 
Emmons’? sermon was read on Ged’s 
treatmentof Pharaoh. Every one con- 
ceded to the justice of the Divine com’ 
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duct toward that hardened reprobate. 
After witnessing with great satisfac- 
tion our perfect harmony in sentiment, 
us to the divine sovereignty, and other 
doetrines of the gespel, “havi ing prayed 
and sung praises unto God, we bade 
each other an affectionate good night. 

After this, the work was continued, 
with many most precious and mterest- 
ing intery iew: ; and manifestations of 
sovereign and irresistible grace, for a- 
bout two months. ‘The time would 
fuil me to givea particular description 
ofthem. Indeed, it is not necessary, 
as they were of the sane: nature with 
those which have already been describ- 
ed. 

On the first Sabbath in April, previ- 
ous to the administration of the sacra- 
mental supper, there were thirty per- 
sons united to the church; the great- 
est part of them publicly taking on 


themselves the solemn obligations of 


God’s hoiv and everlasting covenant, 
the seal of which they had received in 
their infancy on the faith of their pa- 
rents. That they might act under- 
siandingly, a sermon was preached on 
the occasion from Deut. xxix. 10,12, 
13, these words ; “ Ye stand this ‘day 
all of you before the Lord your God— 
that thou shouldest enter into cove- 
nant with the Lord thy God, and into 
his oath, which the Lord thy God mak- 
eth with thee this day: that he may 
establish thee to day for a people unto 
himself, and that he may be unto thee 
a. God, as he hath said unto thee, and 
as he hath sworn unto thy fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jaceb.” "Fhe 
doctrine was this; When people 
join the church, they enter into the 
Abrahamic covenant.. 
astonishing assembly, and “ there was 
great joy in this city.” At the com- 
maunion, we had a most pleasant and 
happy time. Afterward, to close this 
day of Pentecost, we had a discourse 
from Isa. Ixiii. 7. “Iwill mention the 
loving wieiincaies of the Lord, and the 
praises of the Lord, according to all 
. that the Lord hath bestowed on us, 
and the great goodness towards the 
house of israel, which he hath bestow- 
ed.on them,.according to his mercies, 
and aceording te the multitude of his 
loving kindnesses.” 

Afier this, there were five united 
with the church. Some, who were 
hopeful subjects-of the work, have not 
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yet entered publicly into covenant 
with God, and his people. The whoie 
number is, probably, a little upwards 
of forty. 
the judgment ofthe great day, to have 
experienced a genuine change of heart, 
will not, perhaps, be certainly knows 
in this world. This must be left wi:} 
the great Searcher of hearts. It is un. 
doubtedly a fact, that, as a people, we 
have been made the subjects of very 
great and wonderful mercies, infinite. 
ly above what we deserve. There ars 
still, even at the present time, some 
tokens for good among us; though, 
all things considered, we are a most 
ungrateful, and ill- deservi ing’ pecple. 
We deserve for our unthankful returns 
to the God of our salvation, very ag- 
gravated and exemplary destruction; 
and it is very evident, that nothing 
but sovereign, irresistibl e grace can 
keep usfrom it. O may we remember 
our own evil ways, and our doings 
which are not good. We have every 
reason to loathe ourselves in our own 
sight, for our iniquities, and for our 
abominations. Well may it be to us 
said, “ Notfor your sakes have I done 
this, saith the Lerd God, be it known 
unte you: be ashamed and confounded 
for your own ways, O house of Israel.” 
- Fhe following is an extract ofa let- 
ter from a young gentleman, who was 
with me in the time of the revival, 

ritten to one of his college friends, a 
young clergyman in Virginia, dated 
April 1, 1811, with which I shall now 
close the account of the fourth and 
last religious revival in Pittsford. 

“I amnow,” says he, “with a minis- 
ter, from whom I once shewed you, 
a letter, givimg an account of a revival 
of religion among his people. There 
is now another revival. God is pour- 
ing out his Spirit ina wonderful man- 
ner. Sinners are flocking to Jesus.— 
Numbers of them, who were hardened 
opposers, are brought te bow. Some, 
who were but lately the most mad in 


sin, are seen “ sitting at the feet of Je-, 


sus, clothed and in their right mind.” 
It would do your heart good to be 
here. ‘Fhe most incredulous need on- 
ly see with their eyes to be convinced, 
that it is indeed the work of God, and 
of the same nature with that which 
converted the persecuting Saul, and 
the unbelieving jailor. ‘Those who are 
subjects of the work, are generally in 
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‘he first place alarmed at the view of 


their situation as sinners, exposed to 


jjewrath of God. They immediately 
-ssartto prayers, and other religious 
ne ‘es, with a view to do something to 
move God to change their hearts. But 
heir distress still increases. ‘They are 
ouzht to see more of the total de- 
nravity of their hearts, of the anger of 
God against sin, and of their utter ina- 
bility to help themselves. They not 
unfrequently continue some time 
{weeks) in this situation. When they 
fnd their selfish gpavers &c. de not 
move God to convert them, they usu- 
gllv feel their hearts rise against him 
with the most sensible enmity. They 
feel, that God is unjustin having mer- 
eyen whom he will have mercy, and 
hardening whom he will. Some of them 
have afterwards said, that they then felt 
as if they could pull God from his throne, 
fit were in theirpower. When they 
have been in this state, some a longer 
andsome a shorter period, all at once 
they find an entire change in their feel- 
ings. All theenmity of their hearts 
ischanged. They feel, that God would 
do perfectly right to send them to hell, 
and that they should go there praising; 
him. They see, that all their prayers 
and eries were sinful and wicked, and 
only intended to make a righteousness 
oftheirown. ‘They see a beauty and 
exceliency in the character of God asa 
sovereign, and the consideration, that 
he reigns, fills them with joy. All 
things are become new. They see God 
everv where; and are filled with joy 
and peace, which the world cannot 
civenor take away. And it is usually 
sometime afier this, before they getan 
idea, that this change is conversion, or 
that there is any hope, that God in- 
tends to save them. Sin now appears 
odious, not because it has ruined them, 
but because it has dishonored Ged, 
And when they begin to hope, that 
they are converted, they are usually 
very self-distrustful, and afraid of de- 
ceiving themselves. These are some 
of the general characters of the work. 
it resembles in its’ general features, 
those of which accounts are frequent- 
ly published in our New England Mag- 
azines. It is not attended with any 
hvise, outcries, falling, or other ex- 
travagancies, and novisible means are 
used to produce the etfiect on those 


who are subjecis of the work which 


call sll 
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1812.) Lhe Foreign Mission Soctety of Boston and Vicintiy, 99 
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are not used ordinarily, suchas preach- 
ing, religious conversation, &c. And 
the subjects ara of ali deseriptienr, 


those that have been outwardly moral, 
and those that have not.” 


HOLLAND WEEKS. 
Pittsford, Jan. 22d, 1812. 
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YHE FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY OF 
BOSTON AND THE VICINITY. 


A society with the above designa- 
tion has been lately formed in Boston. 
The preambi@@and the six first Avti- 
cles of the Constitution follow : 


In aday when the Christian world 
are waking up to the interests of Asia, 
to the case of five hundred millions of 
people buried in agnorance and sin,— 
in this eventful day when missionaries 
are already laboring with success on the 
plains of India,—when the Scriptures 
are translating into the numerous and 
extensive languages of the East,—when 
the churches in England and Scotland 
are bringing ali their energies into ac- 
tion,—when some of our America 
youth have caught the same ardor, and 
are anxious to leave their country and 
kindred to raise the standard of the 
cross on the banks of the Ganges,—is 
ithottime for all our churches to be 
awake? Young men are unpatient to 
ge forth, and, for several months, have 
been held back only for want of means. 
A Board of Commissioners is forined, 
to superintend the mission. Our coun-: 
tiy promises to furnish men enough, 
warmed with missionary zeal. Money 
only is wanting; and we are grieved to 
find _ that this want seriously threatens 
to defeat the whole design. ‘The crit- 
ical moment to decide whether America 
will support foreign missions seenis to 
have come. 

Ifthere be any compassion for per- 
ishing millions,—if any gratitude to 
Him who purchased us with His blood, 
to Him who rescued our pagan ances- 
tors from the worship ef Thov and Wo- 
dep, aid made us the children of the 
covenant, will not numerous societies 
be formed, aided by every town and 
village, to support this great attempt / 
Cannot one grand, united effort be 


made? All the churches in the Uni- 
ted Siates,—all denominations are 
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equally interested. Theonly dispute 
is between Christianity and paganism, 
—between God andan idol. Can the 
silver and gold, which belong to Chrisi, 
He withheld 2 > Whatever be the dicots: 
ion of others, it is omrdluty to act,— 
to act m eamesi,—to act without de- 
lay. Under these IMpFessions, 

We the Subscribers, desirous of 
coniributing to send the Gospx ‘-L to the 
heathen, do hereby associate for this 


’ 
se, and give our consent to tie 


CONSTITUTHEON. 


Avticke 1. Thename of this Asso- 
ciation shall be Tue Forrricn Mis- 
SION Socretry OF BOSTON AND THE 
VICINITY. 

2. The sole object of the Society 
shall be to raise m oney, and pay it over 
to the Amcrican Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions. 

3. Everyman who shall subscribe 
to this Constitutson, and shall engage 
to pay to the Treasurer of this Socie- 
ty a certain sum annually, which sum 
shall not be less than one dollar, shail 
be amember o7 this Society. 

4. The Officersofthe Society shall 
be a President, Vice President, Secrce- 
tary, Treasurer, and Auditer, to 
be chosen by ballot at the annual 
meetine. ; 

5. The Society shall hold its annu- 
al meeting in Boston, on the first da ty 
of January in each vear, unle of said day 
shall fia Lan saturday or the Sabbath 
in which cases the annual istting 
ull be on the following Monday. 

6. The annual payments shall b 
due on the first day of Jan uary mn 
each year, beginning with the year 
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FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 
A soctety has been formed at 
rt similar to the Foreign 
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Blission Societv ot Boston and the Vi- 


“nity. The following ntlemen were 


chosen officers of the Socrety, on the 





Bible Soc.---Corban Soc. (¥ re 


e iN FARSON AT ee 
Joon PEARSON, Fisq 
ice Presiden 
Mr. Sami Trenny, Sec’y. 
Mr. iaan BanTLer, 
7 ye ’ 
| rC4aEUiI'Er. 
Rey. Danxiret Dana, Auditor. 
The amount of subscriptions obtain 
ed atthat time was $217 annual, and 
$116 cdonat:ous. 


Se 


, rnd 
NEW HAMPSHIRE BIBLE SOCIETY 


Anumber of persons met in Conven- 
tion, at Dunbarton, on the 20th Sept. 


«last-to consider the expediency ef 


forming a Bible Society in this State, 


for the pr purpose of distribut ing gratuit- 
ously Bibles to the poor and destitute. 
A committee was appointed to forma 
Consditution and draw up Subscription 
~ 7“ to be distributed through the 
Sta The next meeting wi ae be at 
Collen vd onthe lst W a sday of June 
next, W he ih person iS of all religious de. 
nominations ave invited to attend, or 
send their names. Subscription pa. 
pers are now we understand or soon 
will be in circulation. Persons sub- 
scribing 40 dollars to be members for 
Jive, and receive twe Bibles annually.— 
Persons subscribing three dolJars cu- 
nually, to be men:bers, and receive twa 
Bibles annually, —Persons subscribing 
timo dollars annually to receive one Bi- 

ble annually The Bible to be called 
tor within the year. Information ; 

solicited by the committee, where Bi. 
bies are most needed. 


WN‘. Ham up 1, pa} tye 


CORBAN SOCIETY. 

A socrery wiih the above acolo 
tion has heen formed by a respectabie 
number of ladies in Hoxton, for the 
purpose of affording pecuniary, assist- 
ance to pious} young sti in indigent 
circumstances, who are desirous af 
being educated for the Gospel Minis- 

iry.. The term of admissien jis an en- 
cement to pay two’ aollars annually. 
y has already received ses 
cral donations from gentlemen, and 
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thongirit has been in operation only g 
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caw weeks, has aiforded substantial aid 
Yo young men of the character speci- 
ied. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION 1N NEW 
rpswitH, (N. H ) 


A letter from an authentic source, 
dated New Ipswich, October 7, 1811, 
contains the following intelligence. 

‘'ELhere is inthis jplace a very age 
erful and general reviva! tof rel igric mn, 
also in Townsend, a neig! :boring town. 
There is likewise much unusual seri- 
ousness in several other towns in this 
v icinity . In this town there are about 
fifty, who have rece ently obtamed hopes. 


jt is good to be here - 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 


ated November 181 


Letters, 10, lrave 
been reget thy a rec scisdined from the Rev. 
& Marder, ‘the indefatigable and ex- 
sates conior chaplain of the colony at 


New South W ales. From these it ap- 
pears, that the induence of religion is 
operating pows ie hy im checking the 
profiigacy and wiekedness which has 
ail nd mi th: at col tony. Some 
remarkal te >in tanees of conversion frad 
taken place among Roman Cathoes, 
and others, v Vv no see me d the 2 most un- 
hkeiy io ht by religigqus instruc- 
Lion ; ond ae 0 ‘* id, for montis heture 


conducted 


hithe rio} 


ithe letters were sent off, 
themselves In a Manner Wii.ch was 
consistent with their professicns. The 
other clergymen, and the sehoolmas. 
te , Who wentover with Mr. \arsden, 
are “actually and usefullyemp'oved. 2 
the children in the eolor ny, Who are old 
enough to attend the schools, are now 
re ceiving s religious instruction, as well 
as instruction in the rudiments of other 
neneenes of useful Knowledge. One 
hundred children is estab 
ar Mr. Marsden’s residence, in 

dev that he may himself superintend 
the religious education of these chil- 
dren. ‘At the time the letters | iCi ft} sot- 
any Bav, Mr. Marsden hid with him 
Duaterrs, and two other New Zealand 
chiets ; through whose means he hopes 
to be able, ere long, to introduce the 
xnowledge of Christianity among the 
Bew lead ncer3. Ch. Od. 
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MISSION SOCIETY TO AFRICA AND 
THE EAST. 


On Whit-Tuesday last, June 4, was 
veld the Eleventh Anniversary of the 
Society for Missions te Africa and the 
East,conducted by members of the Es- 
tablished Church. The annual sermon 


was preached at the Parish church of 


. Andrew bythe Wardrobe and St. 
Anne, Blackfriars, hy the Rev. Mel- 
ville Hoyne, late chaplain to the colony 
of Sierra Leone; after which a collec- 
tion was made for the benefit of the in- 
stitution, amounting to 2751. 2s. 7d. 
Of Mr Horne’s energetic and eloquent 
discourse we shall ‘probably hereafter 
have Occasion to speck. ‘The annu: J 
General mecting ofthe Sccieiy was af- 
terwards held at the New London Tav- 
ern, Cheapside, when a Report of Pre- 
e€ edings during the lest year was read. 
From this s Report it appears, that up 
wards of tifty persons, adults and chil- 
dren, are dependant o n the Society, af 
its settlement on the Rio Pongas, i in 
Africa; that the schoals of native chil- 
drenin that quarter are in a flourish- 
ing state; and that the missionaries 
have been invited | by friendly chicfs to 
extend their labors. ‘These invitations 
will be accepted as scon as several 
missionaries, who are now waiting for a 
passage to Africa, shail arrive at their 
destination. The Report contains in- 
teresting communications respecting 
the diffusion of the knowle dge of Chris- 
tianity in india; also from the Rev. 
Samuel Marsden, respecting New Zea- 
Jand, and the best means of ounce Xl 
the light cf the Gespel through th 
islands ot the Southern Ocean. The 
Society’s funds were stated, however, 
not to be adeqnate to ihe chjects open- 
ing before it. th, 


MISSION IN BENGAL: 


The folio wi 
ber of the accounts of the Bepiest Afis- 
sion tit India cannot jetl to interest 
our readers. 


Ae 7 
¢ anecdote. fram a tate 9296372 


“Srrrvixe at mv studies, one Sat- 


. sr . as a eee hat 
urdsy aite sie nN, Ma sual room ad 


joining the schoolrooms, which are by 


. 


y ha wee P| ey +} ° bp: >i- > at 4; : Taw 1s 
ihe road on tae Putas Os Lia Pivery. i 


ssh Gir Ss 




























ae 


ria 








































































62 Mission tn Bengal....New Publications. 


heard a plaintive voice without (it 
was in June.or July, the rainy seasen) 
conversing with one or two of our boat- 
men, who by their tone of voice, seem- 
ed more inclined to deride than to pity 
distress, Going out, I found a poor 
young woman apparently about 25, 
who after going many hundred miles 
on apilgrimage to Juggernaut in Oris- 
sa, was returning to her own country, 
Dut exhausted with fatigue and want, 
and an incipient fever, had sat down 
under a small shed (left openfor such 
purposes, in the outside ef the premi- 
ses) to shelter herself from the rain. 
Moved with her distress, I called one of 
our servants, (whom she could better 
understand, and whom she would be 
more likely to credit than an EKurope- 
an stranger) todesire her to remain at 
the house of one of our native sisters 
for a few days, atleast till she could 
recover her strength, and to assure 
her, that not the least violence should 
de done to her cast. She should eat 
what she chose. The poor creature 
accepted the offer with thankfulness ; 
and I desired our native friend to take 
the utmost care of her at eur expense. 
In afew days the woman grew. quite 
well, and ate with her kind hostess, as 
a matter of choice, listening also with 
much attention to what she heard 
about the Savior! Some time after, 
she came to Mrs. Marshman, request- 
ing employment, saying that she wes 
now healthy and strong, and did not 
wish to live without working. Not 
having domestic employment in the 
house, (which a Hindoo woman could 
feel happy in doing) we gave her pa- 
pers to stitch, at our friend’s house. 
Some time after, a friend in Calcutta 
employed her, as a kind of confidential 
servaut to oversee her small family 
and purchase things in the market, 
who gives her the mest pleasing char- 
acter for diligence, good conduct, and 
integrity. For these eight or nine 
moitths, i.e. from about a month af- 
ter her coming among us, she had 
evinced a most earnest concern about 
ihe salvation of her soul; and all our 
Christian friends, among whom slie has 
been conversant, bear testimony to the 
reality of her faith in Christ and her 
love tohim,his peopie, and his word. 
She is found at all the means of grace 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 
NEW WORKS. 


Selfish preachers build up Zion with 
blood; a Sermon delivered at the or- 
dination of the Rev John Truair over 
the church and congregation at Cam- 
bridge, Nov. 21, 1810. By the Rev. 
Holland Weeks, A. M. Pastor of 9 
church in Pitisfagd. Burlington, Sar 
uel Mills. 1811. 

The word of the Lord a burden +5 
wicked men; a Sermon preached Nov. 
7, 1810, at the ordination of the Bey. 
Raiph Robinson, A. B. over the con- 
gregational church at Fairvale in 
Granville, and the first Congregation- 


al church at Hartford, in the state of 


Wew York. By the same author. 
Salem, (N. ¥.) Dodd and Rumsey. 
1811. , 

A Statistical Account of the towns 
and parishes in the State of Connccti- 
cut. Published by the Connecticut 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Vol. 
I. No.1. Containing a Statistical ec- 
count of the city of New Haven. By 
Timothy Dwight, President of Yale 
Colicge. 8vo. pp. 83. New Haven; 
Walter and Steele. 1811. 

A Sermon preached at the ordina- 
tion of the Rev. Ephraim G. Swift, to 
the pastoral care over the chureh ard 
pesple of Stockbridge, Sept. 26, 1814. 
By Siephen West, D. D. pastor of the 
charch in Stockbridge; Stockbrid:e ; 
Herman Willard. 1611. ; 

A Sermon delivered at the funeral ai 
the Rey. Eleazar Storrs, A. M, late 
Pastor ofthe Congregational Chuich 
in Sanderstield, (Mass.) who died Dec. 
24, 1810, aged 72. By Alvan Hyce, 
A.M. Pastor of the church in Lee. 
Published at the requestofthe mouin- 
ers. Stockbridge; Hf. Willard. 1811 

Twelve Sermons on the characte: 
and government of God; By Joseph 
Field, Pastor of a church in Charle- 
Greenfieid, J. Denjo. 
i8tt. 

A view of theevidences of Christian- 
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tures of the old and new testaments, 
collected principaliy from the Scrip- 
tures themselves: In nine discourses 
from sundry passages of Scripture. By 
Samuel Taggart, A. M. Pastor of the 
Presbyterian chureh in Colrain, Mass. 
Greenfield. J. Denio. 1811, 


PROPOSED. 


S. Swift proposes to publish a new 

t periodical work to. be entitled the 
LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL 
&RBPERTORY: to embrace discoveries 


1812.4 New Publications... Poetry. 


and improvements in the physical sci- 
ences and the liberal and fine arts, 
agriculture and manufactures, with oce 
casional notices and reviews of new 
publications, and articles of miseella- 
neous intelligence. This work is to 
be printed, oecastonally, on superfine 
paper, and the first number to be issu- 
ed in March. Six numbers of about 
80 pages each will constitute a vol- 
ume, which will probably be complet-- 
ed in the course of a yéar. Price 
$3,00 a volume. 
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SEHOLD I&8TANDAT THE DOOR AND KNOCK. Rev. in. 28. 


Behold the Savior’s at the door, 

He loudly knocks—has knock’d before 
He knocks again—attend the word ; 

No longer slight the loving Lord. 


He knocks by merey’s sweetest charms ; 
He knocks by judgment’s loud alarms ; 
His thunders rattle in your ears; 

His wrath awakes your anxious fears. 


We knocks again—*% An angry God” 
Demands the guilty sinner’s blood ; 
Justice has drawn its dreadful sword, 
Te shew the vengeance of the Lord. 


But Jesus speaks in tears of love, 
*I left the realms of bliss above, 

* Stern justice laid its streke on me, 
‘I come to set the captive free. 


*To save fronr hell mine arm is strong, 
‘Salvation does to me belong, — 
‘Icome withev’ry blessing stor’d, 

* Open the door—receive the Lord.’ 


O may our souls with joy reply, 

Come Lord, and bring thy blessings nigh: 
Take thine abode within my heart, 

And never, never thence depart. 


J. W. 5B. 











THE INFIDEL’S SOLILOQUY. 


Where, O my soul, when nature fails, 


When death these limbs, this form assailsy 



































a ot se eee) se 


Rit ia eee 


es 
Be! 


wie 
RS 


era ee “e 
Sit id Sa 


ES ae So og 


ee ee 





On further considerat 
the whole of the Christian Researches into the 
‘eaders with occasional extracts. 
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Poetry....Noatic 


Where wilt thou unembodied fice’ 
Say, canst thou grasp eternity? 

Wilt thou through subtle ether fly 
Torealms of light, to worlds on high: 
Or wilt thou fall, (Odreadful thought 
To cease to be) and sink to nanght ? 


A dismal gloom hang's 0’er my mind, 
No hope, no comfort can I find; 

For doubts and fears of future harm 
Start up and give the dire alarm. 


My mind capacious stretches o’er 

Time’s utmost verge, and fain would soar 
To other worlds; fain leave this clay, 
And blisful quaff eternal day. 


Hope, life’s restorex, penetrates 

Yon gloomy vale, which death awaits S, 
And through the misty cloud espics 

A heaven of joy transoendant rise. 


Why this desire, this fancied flight, 
This dread ofeverlasting night, 

This fear of death, this hope to be 
From an annihilation free ? 


Would nature thus have taught my mind, 
While in this tenement confin’d, 

To hope for an immortal state, 

Unless this hope she’d saturate ? 

Would thoughts of non-existence strike 
Our natures with such sore dislike 

Or would they thus impress the mind, 
Unless there be some cause assign’d ? 


When these so clearly I survey, 

And know the meaning they conv ey, 
My heart, at one inceptive vie 
Exclaims, the bible must be dean. 


If true, Isee my awful doom, 

If false, 1 fail of life to come ; 

For depthoft reasoning only gives 

These sad, and last alternatives. 
THEOocRITUS 
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